Thefixisin
Local design pros solve five common Chicago apartment problems
By Jenn Thompson and Cecilila Wong Fhotograph by Calbee Booth

1.

Tiny bedroom

A small, claustrophobic space, with lit-
tle room for furniture and décor items

SOLUTIONS:
1. Use space smartly. Melissa Lewis. & junior
designer with jamesthomas (wwwtiving.com)
‘and the designer of this project, took this “tal”
pedroom and did her best with the verticality and
small space. “The shelf acts as a stacking and
dispiay area, paiting well with the credenzain
terms of ook, she says. "By using this area Io
dispiay muitiple pieces of an, you are freeing up
mote wall spage, which can become cluttered by
separately hung pieces, ™ Conversely, Subail (www,
hal com), alocal and
fives atip on what to do with the opposite
probiem-—-a “squat® bedroam, “Verticality can be
Iimiplied by taller fumiture pieces: also, the use
of vertical blocks of color can accen! 1he space.”
Pavition credenm, $350, availatie at CB2. Lack
shelf, §15, avaitable a1 IKEA

2. Colar Alot “Mesp
it low and neutral with some accent colors . pattems
and textures.” Lewis says_ *To combat the feeling
of claustrophobia, neutral and soothing colars
were padred with textured materials and low floor
lamps in ordar to bring both the level ang overall
feel of the room closer to the groond, msking it feel
|e=s vertical.” Christing J. Birkentall, instructor at
Harrington College of Design in Chicago, concurs,
“Lighter finishes on all tems or similartones
throughout will e seothing on the eyes, along with
minimat pattern and just some texture.” Thomas
OBrien G i Ee classic tamp, $50;
modermn standing floor iamp, $60; hoth avallzbie at
Target on Ot 15 Bon Bon bed inens, $56; Tokyo
coveriet, $110; both avaitabie st CB2,

3. Dress up the walls. “Select awall 10 become
the accent wall and use a darker color for it to
glve the room depth, " Lewis says “The addition
of something tactile such as wall-covering adds
dinension 1o the space " Raiph Lawran pairt in
Mombasa Mist (sccent wall) and Cymric Silver
fother wallsi. §24 pergaiion, avaiiatie at Home
Depot, Lintii Dawn paper cut-out curtaln, $90 per
42 x 96 inch panel, available ar CB2.

4. Turn the regulnr bad into a daybed. "5y
switching thee onentation of the bed, it opened the
space up, and the differentiation in bed type adds a
visugl stimuius to the roam, * Lewls 58vs.

5. Minimal but significant furnit dditions.
"Canceptunlly, chairs are viewed as axtras only
allowed if space permits, ” Lewis axplains. “Here, it
creates another ‘area’ of the room where ane could
sit@nd read. " Custom-made W+F=0H flt chair ty
Gerry Christensen, price upon request
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2. Color schemes and lighting matter. A lot. “Keep
it low and neutral with some accent colors, pattems
and textures,” Lewis says. “To combat the feeling
of claustrophobia, neutral and soothing colors

were paired with textured materials and low fioor
lamps in order to bring both the level and overall
feel of the room closer to the ground, making it fee|
less vertical.” Christina J. Birkentall, instructor at
Harrington College of Design in Chicago, conours.
“Lighter finishes on all items or similar tones
throughout will be soothing on the eyes, along with
minimal pattern and just some texture.” Thomas
0'Brien Collection large classic sithouette lamp, $50;
modern standing floor lamp, $60; both availatile at
Target on Oct 15. Bon Bon bed linens, $55; Tokyo
coveriet, $110; both available at CB2.

That'70s kitchen

scheme: mustard and brown. Cabinet
doors are made of cheap metal.

SOLULTIIIN
1. Cover upthe floor. “If replacing the flood [8n't @n
option, the old fluoeing could be covered in & new
vinyl remnant or even a parted fioscioth (& eated
canvas gl done in e funky abstract pattem,

ane that marries &l the earth tones tagether,
says. Cust porcinths, right, availabie

at Design Viliage.

2. Easy hardware touch-ups, “Upgrace the

2. Easy hardware touch-ups. “Upgrade the
cabinets economically by replacing only doors or
pulls,” says Cynthia Vranas, architect and interior
designer at Olsen Vranas Architects and instructor
at Harrington College of Design. Coral Knobs,
above, $12 (set of two) at Anthropologie. idl 1o

ly by rap g only doors o

pranas, architect and mterior

ferias Architects ani instructon
of Dasign. Cormd Knabs,

L) at Anthropologie.

place & vintages postar o find an afordabie French

antique table 10 provide some fom of quailty visual =
distraction,” Vranas says. She sujigests finding an o
antigue table at Architectural Attifacts,
pated" palotte, “To male the |
poloe scharme [La., irowns 5. Take of " Thay \
I nzwitrals to minimize can double as lunctional items th diso look good
i ann ther color scheme. Subiall suggeste
applignoes from Kitcheni or Woll, Artisan Series

m\_ﬁ. Adds Birkentall: “The gooa
? 3 are actually ‘i’ again!”

hlgnder in Tangerine, right. $130 &t K






